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Prevention
When iodine is fed to the ewes during at least half of the period of pregnancy, goiter seldom, if ever, occurs. The iodine may be given in several ways. Two-grain tablets may be purchased at the drug-store and one tablet should be fed to each ewe daily while she is pregnant. Some farmers dissolve % ounce of potassium iodide in the drinking water daily. This amount is sufficient to treat the water for 100 ewes.
The iodized salt method is the best, simplest, and cheapest way to feed iodine; mix 1 ounce of potassium iodide with 300 pounds of common stock salt and feed during the entire period of pregnancy. Common medicated salt is worthless for this purpose unless it contains sufficient iodine. The method of mixing the iodine and salt is described on page 143.
POISONING FROM SWEET-CLOVER HAY
For a more general discussion of the disease caused by poisonous sweet-clover hay, the reader is referred to Chapter VI.
There has been some question as to the danger of feeding poisonous sweet-clover hay to sheep. Schalk and Roderick, of North Dakota, report the feeding of hay that had caused the death of cattle and sheep. Only one of the sheep in the test group was affected and this occurred after the hay had been fed for several months. Other investigators point out the possibility of danger from feeding such hay to sheep, but all are agreed that sheep are not nearly as susceptible to poisoning as cattle.
It should be remembered that the term "spoiled" sweet-clover hay is often used when referring to moldy hay and the reader is again warned that the presence of molds on sweet clover does not necessarily make the hay harmful, and some samples of highly poisonous hay are entirely free from molds and look all right as far as curing is concerned.
If cattle have died after eating poisonous hay, sheep may